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Riding a snowmobile can be fun and exciting, but it has risks! 
Snowmobiling is an inherently risky off-road activity that 
occurs in an unpredictable natural environment, so every 
rider enters onto OFSC Prescribed Trails at their own risk. 
Fortunately, risks can be avoided by following some simple safety tips 
each and every time you ride. Here are a few suggestions that will 
help keep you protected while you're out on the trail. 

Zero Tolerance: A high percentage 
of snowmobile fatalities and injuries 
are the direct result of someone's 
irresponsible use of alcohol. Don't 
drink and ride. Don't let anyone in 
your group drink and ride. Ontario 
has tough impaired driving laws. If 
you ride impaired and are caught 
before you are killed, you will be 
punished with mandatory jail time 
and fines. Restaurants, Inns, 
Lodges and Resorts welcome 
sledders who want to have a few 
drinks with their friends. But do it 

after you've done sledding, not before or during! OFSC Prescribed 
Trails are created and ridden by families, many with youngsters. 
Those families want to ride without fear that some idiot with a buzz 
on, is heading toward them at 100 kilometers an hour. So be a good 
friend and lift the keys of a fellow rider who thinks he's OK when he's 
not! 

Ride To The Right: Only makes sense. Odds are good that an 
automobile traveling in the left hand lane of the road will sooner or 
later run into another car head on. Same goes for sleds. Stay to the 
right, even on straightaway. 
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Ride At A Reasonable Speed: Maximum 
Speed limit on OFSC Prescribed Trails is 50 
Kilometers per hour. If you cannot control your 
sled speed, you're threatening your safety and 
the safety of every sledder around you, slow 
down! Channel your need for speed into 
organized events: snowmobile clubs across 
Ontario host radar runs, hill climbs and races all 
season long. If you want to ride hard and fast, do 
it at one of these events, and take home a t
to boot!  
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Use Hand Signals: The consistent use of a simple set of 
rderly and 

Carry A Map: Shortcuts can not only be hazardous if you don't know 
the area, sledders can get "turned around". Why bother heading out 
across unmarked open tracts if you have 45,000 Kilometers of signed 
trails? Stay on the OFSC Prescribed Trails. Studies and stats 
clearly define that the OFSC Prescribed Trails are the 

Conditions: Do
frozen bodies of water 
unless you are absolute
sure of the ice thickness. 
What happens if you fall 
through the ice? If you 
don't drown from the ga
reflex or contraction of the 
airway when falling into 

frigid water, water can suck away body warmth 25 to 30 times fa
than air. You can become hypothermic in about 15 minutes. At this 
time, your motor skills start to diminish. In 40-60 minutes you could 
die. If you don’t know the ice conditions- don’t go onto the ice!  

standardized hand signals on the trails keeps movement o
predictable. Hand signals, inform other sledders of your actions and 
allow everyone around you to anticipate the need to slow down. The 
O.F.S.C. has distributed thousands of copies of standardized hand 
signals during the past seasons and reports from the trails are that 



signal usage is up significantly. Good job, folks. This simple skill is 
one that every sleddercan learn and use to increase their safety on 
the trails. 

Ride Defensively: You and your group can do everything right, and 
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still encounter a sledder who's doing everything wrong. Don't let their
poor judgment or illegal behavior injure you. Always expect the 
unexpected from the sledder coming toward you. If there is a 
problem, be prepared to respond and avoid a dangerous situa

Snowmobiling is
recognized and 
celebrated as a f
sport with few equals. 

snowmobiling is that it 
can be enjoyed by a 
wide range of ages an
abilities. For many 
people, snowmobilin
has been a lifelong 
passion first 

their senior years. Sledders know that snowmobiling on OFSC 
prescribed trails is a family-oriented activity and that they must b
prudent and responsible in ensuring that their snowmobiles are 
operated with appropriate care and control at all times.  

experienced in youth, enjoyed later 


